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Lodge, he was awarded their 2003 Member of 
the Year Award, again proving that he is an 
invaluable asset to our county. John was ap-
pointed by Governor Pete Wilson to serve on 
the 35th Agricultural Fair Board. This position 
allowed John to give back to the agricultural 
community in Merced County. 

I am delighted to recognize all of John’s 
achievements and thank him for his service to 
our community, the State of California, and 
our country. As a family man, businessman, 
and civic leader he truly is an example for oth-
ers to follow.
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight in the 
hallowed halls of Congress to pay tribute to a 
colleague in public service, Monterey City 
Councilwoman Ruth Vreeland, who was killed 
in an auto accident on Highway 101 in South-
ern Monterey County. 

What a loss! This 68-year-old woman had 
the energy of one hundred locomotives. In-
volved in everything—teacher, statewide edu-
cation activist, 20 year City Councilwoman, 
statewide League of Cities Activist, Demo-
cratic Party Activist, mother, member of var-
ious boards. . . . She was always there, al-
ways prepared, always wanting to do more. 

Born in Chunking, China, she grew up in 
Szechwan province where her parents worked 
as medical missionaries. Returning to Toronto, 
Canada in 1940, and moving to San Francisco 
where her parents taught at the University of 
California-Berkeley, Ruth earned a bachelor’s 
degree in arts and education from San Fran-
cisco State University. She also met her hus-
band, Dick Vreeland, there and then continued 
on to the University of San Francisco to earn 
a Master’s Degree in organization develop-
ment. 

In 1956, she moved to the Monterey Penin-
sula to teach school, and was elected to the 
Monterey City Council with the intention of 
protecting the quality of life in the City of Mon-
terey. ‘‘This town is more than buildings and 
streets, first it is people,’’ she wrote in her 
campaign statement. She championed the 
tearing down of waterfront buildings so that 
people could see the Bay where California 
began. She replaced buildings with parks and 
recreational trails, now the highly successful 
‘‘Window on the Bay Project.’’

She served in a variety of leadership posi-
tions including the League of California Cities 
Board of Directors, Institute for Local Self-
Government, the 20th District Parent-Teacher 
Association, Monterey Bay Task Force, Quota 
International, Women in Municipal Govern-
ment; Friends Outside of the Monterey Coun-
ty, and the Overall Economic Development 
Committee of Monterey County. She was also 
a Volunteers in Action Board Member, a Mon-
terey City Council member since 1983, an al-
ternate in the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Advi-
sory Council and a former president of the As-
sociation of Monterey Bay Area Governments 
(AMBAG), the Monterey Peninsula Concert 
Association and the Winnie the Pooh Chapter 
of the Children’s Home Society. 

She was also involved with various organi-
zations, including the Monterey Vista Home-

owners Association, Community of Caring, 
League of Women Voters, American Associa-
tion of University Women, California Teachers 
Association, Monterey Bay Teachers Associa-
tion, Responsible Hospitality, California Elect-
ed Women’s Association for Education and 
Research, Monterey Main Street Program, Na-
tional Organization of Women, Old Monterey 
Preservation Society, Sierra Club, ACLU, 
State Theater Preservation Group, Monterey 
Civic Club, Monterey History and Art Associa-
tion, American Association for Retired Per-
sons, California Retired Teachers’ Association, 
and the Unitarian Church. 

Throughout her life, many of these organiza-
tions honored her outstanding commitment 
and service to our Bay community with 
awards. The Volunteers in Action honored her 
community service, the Sierra Club honored 
her for Outstanding Achievement, Planned 
Parenthood named her an Outstanding 
Woman in Politics, and the Monterey Rotary 
named her an Outstanding Teacher. Further-
more, the Fisherman’s Wharf named her 
Wharf Rat of the Year in 1995, the California 
Democratic Party recognized her for Out-
standing Service, J.C. Penney gave her the 
Golden Rule Award and the Old Monterey 
Business Association recognized her for Ex-
ceptional Dedication. The Monterey Civic Club 
honored her for being a Community Volunteer 
and finally, the Association of Monterey Bay 
Area Governments recognized her for her 20 
years of service. 

As I mentioned earlier, and as you can see 
from this lengthy list of accomplishments, Ruth 
was always moving, always involved. Her 
friends wondered if she ever had time to 
sleep. She adored her family and always 
seemed to be on her way to visit a child. In 
fact, the tragic accident that led to her death 
occurred as she returned from visiting one of 
her three daughters, Lauren, Amy and Me-
lissa. Between the three of them they have 
seven of Ruth and Dick’s grandchildren. 

Ruth and Dick’s home blended elements of 
Ruth Vreeland’s youth in China with the Japa-
nese culture that Dick Vreeland picked up in 
the Army. She cooked Chinese food and 
raised the children to use chopsticks. A proud 
naturalized citizen from Canada, Ruth also in-
stilled civic values in her daughters. ‘‘She be-
lieved in this country because she was natu-
ralized in it and she taught me what patriotism 
is,’’ her daughter said. 

Throughout her life, Ruth tackled the large-
scale problems that had always energized her. 
The Sierra Club recognized her in the 1980’s 
for fighting offshore drilling and sewage spills. 
She traveled to Sacramento and Washington 
to promote education and local government, 
rising to leadership roles I previously men-
tioned with the Association of Monterey Bay 
Area Governments and the League of Cali-
fornia Cities. 

Ruth was active in Democratic Party politics 
and was not afraid to bring progressive polit-
ical causes to Monterey. She challenged the 
city in 1988 for not having enough women and 
minorities in management positions, and a 
decade later she discouraged the council from 
subsidizing the Boy Scouts because of its ex-
clusionary policies toward gays. 

In the months before her death, Vreeland’s 
last big project was saving education and local 
government in the face of California’s budget 
crisis, a problem epic enough to discourage 
even the most ardent community activist. 

But not Ruth Vreeland. 
America will miss her. She came to this 

country to do good—we are all better for it 
and will miss her forever.
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Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great friend not only to the 18th Con-
gressional District but to my family and I, Mr. 
Mike Salvadori. The Merced County Chamber 
of Commerce is honoring him as the 2003 
Ambassador of Goodwill, and I know this is a 
well-deserved honor. 

Mike was born on December 2, 1936 in 
Merced County. He had the good fortune to 
be raised on his parent’s dairy. Dairy work is 
not easy, and Mike quickly learned he had to 
work hard to be a success. Along with his 
brother and two sisters, the Salvadori family 
was taught to value and respect their neigh-
bors and surrounding community. These two 
important life lessons are what have shape 
Mike into a caring citizen. 

After attending Modesto Junior College, 
Mike made the decision to serve his country. 
He enlisted in the United States Army, and he 
served our Nation for 2 years. Soon after, he 
met his wife Jeanne and the two were married 
in 1960. 

The Salvadori’s made a home in Merced 
County and worked on his father’s dairy where 
they enjoyed the experience of milking cows 
and riding horses together. Continuing his in-
terest with the dairy business, Mike took a job 
with Berkeley Farms and the couple moved to 
San Jose. 

After a brief stint at Berkeley Farms, the two 
moved back to Los Banos, California where 
Mike then took a job with Wonder Bread. In 
1963, Mike and Jeanne bought Bi-Rite Liquor 
Store in Merced, California. Mike and Jeanne 
were dedicated to turning their new investment 
into a success. They stayed focused and were 
soon able to open a new store. 

While Mike was now successfully running 
his own business, he became interested in 
real estate. Through his good friend, Lou 
Gonella, he was able to begin selling real es-
tate in Merced County. Always the entre-
preneur, Mike opened his own real estate of-
fice in Merced—Century 21 Salvadori Realty 
in 1975. 

Not only is Mike a very successful business 
man, but he is an incredible leader in our 
community. Always willing to lend a helping 
hand to any organization or charity, he has 
earned himself the respect of all of his neigh-
bors and friends. As part of the Merced Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, the Italo American 
Lodge, and Kiwanis, he and his family have 
proven their dedication to all in our commu-
nity. 

Mike’s second passion in life is cooking. 
Merced residents know that if there is a large 
community event, they will find Mike cooking 
his famous pasta. Local organizations can al-
ways count on Mike to help cook for their 
events. He truly has a warm place in the 
hearts of locals who couldn’t go without his 
services, or his wonderful meals. 

Along with his wife and two sons, Michael 
and Paul, I am honored to recognize the dedi-
cation of Mike to our community. He is truly an 
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